
TENANT’S RELIEF TO LANDLORDS VIOLATIONS 
NEEDED 

       
Watch Court Case Basics video  
Watch Appearing in Court video   
Watch Resources video  
I believe my landlord has violated the law, or a material term of the lease, or the residence I am renting is 
dangerous or unhealthy. What can I do? 

 Complete and give the landlord a Seven-Day Notice of Abatement or Termination of Rental 
Agreement (Form 4-902A).  

I served the Landlord with a 7-Day Notice of Non-Compliance and the Landlord did not fix the problem. What do I 
do? 

• Complete and file a Petition by Resident for Relief (Form 4-906). Attach a copy of 7-Day Notice.  
 Have a Summons issued by the Clerk’s office for the Landlord and have the Landlord served (see 

Service of Process).  

 Pay the filing fee of $77.00.  
The opposing party did not file a Response. What do I do? 
 Complete and file a Motion for Default Judgment.  
 Complete and file a Request for Hearing.  

I served the Landlord with a 7-Day Notice of Non-Compliance and the Landlord has failed to perform or reasonably 
attempt to perform repairs within 7 days, and I need to get out of my lease. What do I do? 

 Complete and file a Petition by Resident for Relief (Form 4-906). Attach a copy of 7-Day Notice.  
 Have a Summons issued by the Clerk’s office for the Landlord and have the Landlord served (see 

Service of Process).  

• Pay the filing fee of $77.00.  
I can’t afford to pay the filing fee. What do I do? 
 Complete an Application for Free Process and submit along with a proposed Order to the court.  
 If you receive public benefits, attach proof of your benefits to the Free Process application.  

 
FAQs 

I served the Landlord with a 7-Day Notice of Non-Compliance and the Landlord has failed to perform or reasonably 
attempt to perform repairs within 7 days. I do not want to get out of my lease. Are there other option. 

 You may abate your rent at one-third (1/3) of the pro-rata daily rent for each day from the date you notified the 
owner of the conditions needing repair, through the day the conditions in the notice are remedied. If the 
conditions complained of continue to exist without remedy through any portion of a subsequent rental period, 
you may abate at the same rate for each day that the conditions are not remedied; or 

 You may abate one hundred percent (100%) of the rent for each day from the date you notify the Landlord of the 
conditions needing repair until the date the breach is cured if the dwelling is uninhabitable and you do not 
inhabit the dwelling unit as a result of the condition (see Statute 47-8-27.2, NMSA). 

 

 
Forms & Videos are available on the Court’s website at: www.12thdistrict.net 

 

http://www.12thdistrict.net/

