CHILD CUSTODY & VISITATION NEEDED

Watch Court Case Basics video

Watch Appearing in Court video

Watch Resources video

See Supreme Court Representing Yourself-Basic information guide
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FAQs

What is Joint Custody?

Both parents are responsible for making decisions about the child(ren) and caring for the child(ren) including
the child(ren)’s financial, physical, emotional and developmental needs. Both parents have the authority to
make important decisions regarding their child(ren) on issues of medical, educational, dental care, religion, and
recreation. It means that both parents play an active role in making major decisions involving the child(ren).

It does not mean an equal division of the child(ren)’s time with each parent.

All decisions about child custody must be made considering only the best interest of the child(ren).

What is Sole Custody?

One parent has the authority to make the decisions regarding the child(ren)’s healthcare, education, religious
upbringing, child care, and recreational activities. The non-custodial parent may still have the ability to have
access to the child(ren)’s heath, education and dental records.

The child(ren) usually live with the custodial parent all the time and the non-custodial parent may have
visitation with the child(ren).

If the judge believes the child(ren) will be hurt or are in danger when in the care of the non-custodial parent,
the judge could order supervised visitation.

If one parent has sole custody, does the other parent have to pay child support?

Yes

What is a custody plan?

A custody plan is a legal document that establishes and sets a timesharing (visitation) schedule. The
timesharing schedule says which parent will be responsible for the physical care of the child(ren) at which
times. The plan explains where the child(ren) will stay with each parent and for how long. It also outlines the
following:

e Which holiday the child(ren) will stay with each parent.

e  When, how, and where the child(ren) will be transported for visitation.

e How the decisions about the child(ren)’s education, religion, and medical care will be handled when

parents have joint custody.

e How to handle parenting plan disagreements in the future.

e Any other issues that will help make joint custody work for both parents.
If parents can’t come to an agreement on a parenting plan that is in the best interest of the child(ren), either
parent, or both, could request to attend mediation (see Mediation checklist).
If parents can’t reach an agreement, either on their own or through mediation, the judge will determine the
custody plan according to the best interest of the child(ren).
All parenting plans need to be approved by the judge and cannot be filed without opening a case.

Can | change my Custody Plan if | am not happy with it?

If you and the other parent agree on new changes, complete the stipulated motion and stipulated agreement,
submit to the judge for review and approval.

If you and the other parent cannot agree, you could request mediation to help you both, or you can file a
motion to modify custody plan and request a hearing to ask the judge to order the changes (see Motions,
Hearings and Enforcement of Orders).

Forms & Videos are available on the Court’s website at: www.12thdistrict.net



http://www.12thdistrict.net/

